Amended & Enacted 2/23/10

Amended 2/23/10


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Mayor and amended by the Transportation, Energy & Utilities Committee:
ORDINANCE 2010-67-E
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 342 (CONSTRUCTION TRADES REGULATIONS), SECTION 342.110 (TRADES, CRAFTS, CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS), ORDINANCE CODE, SO AS TO CREATE A NEW CONTRACTOR CATEGORY OF LOW VOLTAGE CONTRACTOR; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, on November 4, 2009, the Construction Trades Qualifying Board (the “Board”) voted to recommend to City Council the amendment of Section 342.110, Ordinance Code, so as to create a new contractor category of Low Voltage Contractor; and

WHEREAS, on November 20, 2009, the Florida Building Commission issued Declaratory Statement DCA09-DEC-257 holding that the Florida Building Code requires that a permit be obtained for work related to low-voltage electrical systems for telephones, data transmission, fire and security systems, closed-circuit and cable television, paging systems and speakers; and

WHEREAS, the Board and the Building Inspection Division have both determined that the creation of a new local low voltage contractor category would be an appropriate action to facilitate the Florida Building Commission’s decision in Declaratory Statement DCA09-DEC-257,; now therefore,   
BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:
Section 1.

Amending Section 342.110, Ordinance Code.  Section 342.110 (Trades, crafts, contractors and subcontractors) of Chapter 342 (Construction Trades Regulations), Ordinance Code, is hereby amended to create a new subsection (t), Low Voltage Contractor, and, as amended, shall read as follows:
CHAPTER 342.  CONSTRUCTION TRADES REGULATIONS.
*  *  *

Section 342.110.  
Trades, crafts, contractors and subcontractors.  
*  *  *
(t)
Low Voltage Contractor.
(1)
For the purposes of this chapter, Low Voltage Contractor means a contractor whose practice and scope of work are limited to the installation, repair, fabrication, erection, alteration, addition to or design of electrical wiring, fixtures, appliances, thermostats, apparatus, raceways, conduit and fiber optics (transmission of light over stranded glass) or any part thereof not to exceed 98 volts, when those items are for the purpose of transmitting data, proprietary video (satellite systems which are not part of a community antenna television or radio distribution system) central vacuum, electric locks, data distribution, networks, home theater systems, surround sound systems, public address systems or telephone systems.
(2)  After December 31, 2010, it shall be unlawful for a person to engage in the business of a Low Voltage Contractor who does not hold a valid contractor certificate issued by the Board in that category, or in the category of a certified or registered electrical contractor or a certified or registered specialty electrical contractor.
(3)
Notwithstanding other provisions of this section, the Board may:

(i)
Establish a certificate of competency classification of specialty contractor known as a Low Voltage Contractor and certify persons in that classification as qualified to have the knowledge and skill to perform the work within that classification.

(ii)
Adopt rules to regulate the issuance, supervision and revocation of a Low Voltage Contractor certificate of competency, including the requirement for the appropriate examination as defined by (iii) below, proof of at least three (3) years of practical experience, the payment of reasonable fees not to exceed those of masters qualifying for other trades within the scope of this chapter, the issuance of temporary certificates, and other regulations found necessary by the Board to administer this paragraph.

(iii)
Issue temporary certificates for a Low Voltage Contractor upon completion of both an approved Application for Examination and Application for Contractor Administration Examination, and proof of at least three (3) years of practical experience.  Temporary certificates of competency shall be valid until the applicant successfully passes the appropriate certification examination with a grade of 75 or above, or no later than December 31, 2010.

Section 2.  
Effective.
  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature.
Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel
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